UNITED STATES HISTORY
Mrs. Markle

lmarkle@methacton.org
610-489-5000 ext.26301

Welcome! This course is a survey course that takes a look at the history in the United States from the 1890’s to present day. (as close as we can get). We will be covering a large array of topics from reform movements, presidential administrations, wars, conflicts, foreign policy, politicians and many historical events that had an impact on this country.  This course will utilize a variety of activities throughout the year which include, projects, writings, presentations, current events, debates, discussions and of course the historical movies.
Your grade will consist of the following elements which will vary slightly for each marking period: The grading system consists of the accumulation of points per marking period.  Grades will be based on the total number of points per marking period.
· Tests (multiple choice and short answer)

· Projects (some individual, some group)

· Current events

· Writings/essays

· Class participation: Each marking period will start with 30 points
· Students lose points for inappropriate behavior ie:  sleeping (5pts) inappropriate behavior in class (disruptive), not being prepared for class

· Bonus points will be available (not in place of assignments)

The book used in this course, The Americans, will be given to each student to take home.  A class set will be provided when using them in school.  Students will be expected to read the assigned readings when given.  

The course begins with:

1890-1920

Chapter 9 : The Progressive Era1890-1920


Progressive movement:  Populist movement



Need for Reform in Industry: The Jungle, Muckrakers



Women’s movement: Jane Addams, 19th amendment, Ida B. Wells



Teddy Roosevelt Administration;Square Deal


Trustbusting



Woodrow Wilson Administration; Tariffs


Federal Reserve



Progressive Reform

Chapter 10: America claims an Empire 1890-1917


Imperialism: Causes of: Hawaii, Alaska


Alfred T. Mahan



Spanish – American War; Yellow Journalism, Hearst, Pulitzer


Treaty of Paris,Effects of 



Philippines, Puerto Rico, Open Door Policy, Big Stick Diplomacy



Panama Canal

Chapter 11: The First World War 1914 - 1920


WWI causes



Foreign influence



War at Home/ change in society


Wilson and WWI/ 14 points



Peace settlement, Treaty of Versailles


Effects of War, Red Scare
Chapter 12/ 13: Politics of the Roaring Twenties 1919 – 1929


The Roaring Life of the 1920s



Postwar issues/ Red Scare



Harding Presidency/ Coolidge


Business of America



Cultural changes. Darwin, Scopes



Prohibition



Harlem Renaissance

Chapter 14: Great Depression 1928-1932


Causes of the Depression


Nation’s sick economy



Hardship and suffering



Stock market Crash



Hoover presidency

Chapter15: The New Deal 1932-1941


FDR



First 100 days



New Deal and the Depression



Effects of the New Deal


Culture in the 1930s



Impact of the New Deal/ successes and failures

Chapter 16: World War II approaches 1931-1942


Dictators around the world



Isolation to Involvement



The Holocaust



America moves to war

Chapter 17: United States enters WWII 1941-1945


Pearl Harbor



Mobilizing for defense



War strategy/ Battles


War in Europe and North Africa



Major events/ persons/ D-Day


War in the pacific



Homefront/ Japanese internment



Atomic bombs/ Affects of the war
Chapter 18: Cold War Conflicts 1945 - 1960


Origins of the Cold War/Truman Doctrine


Korean War



United States Abroad/ Middle East/ Latin America


Space Race/Arms race


Cold War fears/ reactions/Spy cases


Truman


Chapter 19: Postwar 1945 - 1960


Economic Boom


Fifties



Pop Culture/consumerism


Eisenhower

Chapter 20:  New Frontier and Great Society 1960-1968



Kennedy and the Cold War; Flexible response, Peace Corps



Alliance for Progress



Cuban Missile Crisis, New Frontier



Kennedy Assassination



Johnson’s Great Society

Chapter 21: Civil Rights  1945 -1975
Early demands for Equality; Brown vs Board of Education, Plessy vs. Ferguson


Segregation



Supreme court decisions



Civil Rights



Challenges and changes to the movement



Important people of the Civil Rights

Chapter 22: Vietnam War years 1954 -1975


Johnson Administration



US involvement and escalation



Nation divided



1968. Tet Offensive


Nixon Administration/ Cold War



Détente, SALT



End of the war and its legacy

Chapter 23: Era of Social Change 1960 -1980


Latinos, Native Americans, Women



Supreme court decisions



Culture and counterculture

Chapter 24: An Age of Limits



Nixon Administration



Watergate



Ford and Carter Years



Environmentalism
Chapter 25: 1980 – 1993



The Conservative Resurgence



Reagan Revolution



End of the Cold War



Foreign Policy


